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Presidentôs Message 

By Dona Martin, Master Consulting Rosarian donamartinca@aol.com 

 
Good Roses, Good Friends! 
San Diego Rose Society 

 
Having ended 2016 with good, old-fashioned rainy days, I hope you 

have taken time to cuddle by a nice warm fire, with your favorite rainy day 
beverage and enjoy the holidays! I am truly enjoying our fall/winter weather, 
with hope of more rain to come to enhance our spring bloom.  

What a great 2016 the San Diego Rose Society had, starting with 
rose garden pruning demonstrations, then fabulous programs and various 
workshops throughout the year. Planning has already begun for programs and 
activities in 2017, which will exceed 2016! Vice President Ken Huff has ex-
cellent speakers lined up for us! Once again, we begin 2017 with our popular 
spring pruning program on Saturday, January 14th.  

The spring pruning program is slated for Saturday, January 14th, at 
the Inez Grant Parker Rose Garden beginning at 9:30 am. This is open to    
anyone interested in learning the best techniques for pruning roses and the 
latest in spring care of oneôs roses. Also, under the guidance of our consult-
ing rosarians, attendees will be able to put into practice the pruning tech-
niques covered in the presentations by helping to prune the rose garden there. 
We encourage our members to come out and bring your friends and neigh-
bors who want to improve their skills!  

Don't forget that the first two meetings of the year are held on the 
fourth Mondays of January & February. Later meetings are held on the third 
Mondays. Our January speaker will be Steve Bening who for 19 years has 
been the regional sales representative for Star Roses. No one who reads our 
Rose Ramblings will want to miss this presentation. Steve will be telling us 
about all the new roses and will be bringing catalogues for distribution.     

So mark Saturday, January 14th, on your calendar for the annual 
pruning event in Balboa Park and Monday January 23rd for our first monthly 
meeting of the year. Bob and I wish you and yours all the best during the 
New Year! I hope to see you at our annual rose pruning and at our January 
Meeting!  

 
Rose Reflections 
   LET IT RAIN ! ! ! 
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óLove Songô 

óHonorô óSecretô 

San Diego Rose Societyôs  
Annual Rose Pruning Demonstration 

Held at the 
Inez Grant Parker Memorial Rose Garden in Balboa Park 

 2125 Park Boulevard, San Diego, CA 92104 

On 
Saturday, January 14, 2017 from 9:30 to noon 

 
The San Diego Rose Societyôs consulting rosarians will demonstrate how to prune roses and, if you 

want to apply your new knowledge, will observe you as your try your hand at pruning.  Bring gloves, pruners, 
and if you have them, a small saw and a lopper. The Balboa Park rose garden has several types of roses, in-
cluding hybrid teas, floribundas, shrubs, miniatures, and climbers, to use in the pruning demonstrations.  This 
is an excellent opportunity to ask questions about pruning and to gain some hands-on experience. 

Remember the demonstration is the SECOND Saturday in 2017, January 14. For many years, the prun-
ing demonstration was held on the first Saturday of a new year. This was changed to allow Rose Garden Corps 
volunteers and Park and Recreation Department employees to spend more time with their families over the 
holidays before pruning the garden. In preparation for pruning, the Rose Garden Corps placed stakes by each 
variety to indicate the desired height after pruning and to indicate the type of rose. Red tape indicates a hybrid 
tea and yellow tape indicates a floribunda or shrub. Each variety has at least one plant that has been pruned to 
show the desired configuration of the rose after pruning is complete.  

The Rose Garden Corps and Park and Recreation Department Staff plan to begin work to complete 
pruning the garden on Tuesday, January 17. The Park and Recreation Department Staff will remove the top 
growth down to about 3 inches above the desired height and haul away the cuttings. The Rose Garden Corps 
completes the pruning. Pruning was completed in 4 days last year. This process was introduced in 2015 and 
judged to be an improvement so it is going to be used again this year. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS ! 

Saturday, February 4,  2017  

Pacific Rose Society Annual Rose Auction   
 

Ayres Hall, Los Angeles Arboretum, Arcadia 

 

10:30 am:  Registration & Silent Auction Bids Open 

11:00 am: Potluck Lunch 

Complementary Deli Sandwiches Furnished 

Attendees are asked to bring salad, side dish, or dessert. 

12:00 pm: Silent Auction Bids Close 

12:30 pm:  Live Auction Begins 

Auctioneers: include Bob Martin 

 

AUCTION CATALOG IS AVAILABLE ONLINE AT 

WWW.PACIFICROSESOCIETY.ORG 

  

http://pacificrosesociety.org


  

 

Tacos, Roses and Great Friends! 
Our Wonderful Holiday Celebration 

By Elaine Ornelas, eornelas1949@att.net 

 

о 

The aroma of tacos blended with laughter, 
Christmas decorations and the jolly music of mariach-
is! What a wonderful holiday party was had by many 
of our SDRS members on December 7th. Linda Clark 
and Ralph Reagan were once again our gracious hosts 
for this event and the weather was perfect for wander-
ing around the house and out into the garden, where 
some of Lindaôs roses were still in bloomé. not a sur-
prise! I donôt think many of us envy Linda, though, at 
thinking about the daunting task of performing her 
January pruning of hundreds of rose bushes. Hope you 
have sharp pruners and thick gloves, Linda!  

Our food this year was quite different from 
past years. Dona Martin arranged to have a taco truck 

from Tacos El Gabacho 
come to the house and 
cook various kinds of ta-
cos from scratch, includ-
ing the tortillas and all of 
the trimmings. The food 
was very tasty and enjoyed 
by all. Also present was a 

mariachi band blending with the food presentation for 
a truly Mexican feast. 

Folks bedecked in their holiday best were 
greeted at the door by our outgoing membership chair, 
Ken Huff. Then everyone had a chance to catch up 
before ótaco timeô. Lindaôs house was beautifully dec-

orated for the 
season. Many 
of us had not 
seen each other 
since the No-
vember month-
ly meeting, so 
it was nice to 
hear every-
oneôs stories 
about their gar-

den and their families.  Dona soon announced the 
readiness of the food and folks lined up at the taco 
truck. There were also fruit plates and yummy des-
serts.  
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  After everyone had their fill of food and con-
versation, it was time for the annual awards part of the 
meeting, as well as the announcement of the new 
board of directors members, elected in our last month-
ly meeting. At the helm next year will be Dona Mar-
tin, master con-
sulting rosarian 
and beloved wife 
of Bob Martin, 
current vice presi-
dent of the Ameri-
can Rose Society. 
So the love of ros-
es must run in 
their family! 
 The new 2017 board members are Dona Mar-
tin (President), Ken Huff (First Vice President of Pro-
grams), Christine and Rand Allan (Second Vice Presi-
dent(s) of Membership), Zella Burk (Corresponding 
Secretary), Sue Streeper (Recording Secretary), Kirk 
Rummel (Treasurer), Kathy Hunyor, Mark & Robin 
Breeding, Steve Berry (Members-At-Large), Gary 
Bulman (Past President), and Sue Streeper (Rose Gar-
den Trust Board, 5-year term). Current Rose Garden 
Trust Board members include Pamela Cawthron (4-
year term), Paula Taylor (3-year term), Terry Harris 
(2-year term), Bob Kolb, (1-year term).  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Awards presented at this gathering included 
the American Rose Society Bronze Medal for Out-
standing Service, given to a member for ñoutstanding 
and meritorious service at the Local Society levelò. 
This year the medal was awarded to Ken Huff, mem-
bership chair for 2016 who was also very active in 
numerous activities throughout the year and was al-
ways willing to volunteer for any needed task. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 Also awarded was the Rosebud Award, this 
year given to Mark and Robin Breeding, in particular 
for their creative spirit with the Del Mar Fair Rose 
Garden as well as being board members-at-large. 

  
 Bob Kolb gave an award to Linda Hitney for 
her lengthly volunteer service in printing the many 
issues of Rose Ramblings for members who received 
them.  
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Board members pictured above left to right: 

Steve Berry, Kathy Hunyor, Kirk Rummel, Gary Bulman, Do-

na Martin, Ken Huff, Christine Allan, Zella Burk, Sue Streep-

er, Robin and Mark Breeding.   


